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univalve shell, composed of a single continuous piece. (Contrast
bivalve.)

urea, a compound with the formula CO(NH2), the principal con-
stituent of nitrogenous excretion in the Mammalia.

uric acid, a compound with the formula C2(CO)3(XH)4, the
principal constituent of nitrogenous excretion in birds.

variety, a general name for a sub-species, i.e. for a collection of
individuals having most of the characters of a species, but
differing from the rest of the species in certain minor points.
(See mutation, race.)

vascular, connected with the blood-vessels. Vascular folds or
lamina; are such as have an unusual abundance of blood-
vessels (for purposes of respiration).

ventral, on or near the underside of the body (or what is the
underside in most members of a group, though it may not
be so in particular members, e.g. the *front surface of the
human body counts as ventral, because it corresponds to
what is the underside in most other Vertebrates.) (See
dorsal.)

Yestige, an organ of small size and apparently useless, which is
homologous with a larger and useful organ in other animals.

viviparous, bringing forth living young, not laying eggs.

whorl (i) in spiral shells, a single turn of the spiral; (2) in
plants, a radiating group of leaves round a stem.

Xenarthra, the South American edentates (ant-eater, armadillo,
sloth).

zaphrentid, an extinct Rugose coral of a particular group, found
mainly in the Carboniferous Limestone.

zone.    (See fossil-zone.)

zoophyte, an old-fashioned term for animals with a plant-like
habit of growth, e.g. Corals.

zygote, the cell resulting from the fusion of two gametes, and
capable of developing into a new individual.